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hasty than dignified attitude, upbraiding your
Khasia in English. You may swear at a
native and abuse all his relations, as their
custom is, in his own language, and you will
not impress him in any way; but use good
sound fish-wife English, and he will treat
you as a person worthy of respect.

On my journey from Shillong, at the time
of which I write, I fell in with two very
amiable Khasias. One could speak Hin-
dostanee rather well, and he walked beside
me as I travelled down the hill and talked
to me on various interesting subjects. He
asked me a great deal about the Lushais,
and I invented some wonderful anecdotes
for his delectation. When we parted, I
think I had impressed him with the idea
that I was a person of great moral worth.

At the foot of the hill I got into a small
train, the only railway to be found at present
in that side of Assam. I think it only
extends over about twelve miles of country,
and there are about four trains, two up and